WOMEN’s FORUM 
Report from the Chair and Vice-Chair
27.10.2021

In May this year the members of the Women’s Forum elected Sylvie Harle from France and myself, Elena Papazoglou from Cyprus, as the Vice Chair and Chair respectively.   Cary Lee Byerley from Antigua has been appointed as our WS Class Committee Representative.

Since May we have had several online meetings and also exchanged a lot of emails where we discussed various matters.  Our main discussion though was what we would like to achieve as a group by the end of our term.   All information received from the WS Office has been also forwarded to the WF members in order to keep them informed.

In July this year we received an email from a member of the Women’s Forum regarding World Sailings policy on Transgender, finding that there was not one and after much discussion it was agreed that the Women’s Forum would submit a submission on this matter.

During our meeting few days ago, we have also had three great presentations, which initiated great discussions:

1. Update about Steering the Course from Catherine Duncan
2. Update on safeguarding from Maddie Dunn and Dr. Sofia Papamichalopoulos
3. Update from WS Trust from Victoria Low and Dee Cafari

Furthermore, we have presented to the attendees the following three ideas, which will be the Forum’s priorities for next year:

1. Increasing female participation in Race Officials: presentation by Sylvie Harle
2. Safeguarding women in our sport 
3. Maternity and lost of ranking: presentation by Andrie Kypridemou

After some fruitful and interesting discussion, it has been decided that a recommendation to Council should be made in order to create three Working Parties, which will work on these ideas.

It has also been decided to further discuss by email whether the members of the Forum would like to have a committee rather than a Forum to represent women.

It is obvious that the members of the Women Forum have a common goal: to make the voice of women stronger.

Finally, we would like to thank Rowena Farrugia, who is always there to help, assist and support us, our VP Ozlem Akdurak and of course all the Women’s Forum members, whose input is very valuable.


Thank you 
Elena Papazoglou		Sylvie Harle
Chair				Vice Chair

